
 
 

 

Make It Wild Bank Woods 

We were delighted to acquire our 111 acre (45 ha) site at Bank Woods in Nidderdale 
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, near Harrogate, in 2017. This site had several 
different types of existing habitat. In January 2020, Bank Woods was designated as a 
Site of Importance for Nature Conservation, due to the huge number of wild flowers 
now found here. 

Here you’ll find semi-improved pasture, gorse and upland scrub, several small 
streams and three areas of wonderful ancient woodland. We have many veteran 
trees, recorded on the Woodland Trust Ancient Tree Inventory. The small historic 
stone field barn has been home to breeding Barn Owls.  

Bank Woods is now home to eight species of bat, including the rare Natterer’s Bat. 

Surveys in Summer 2024 confirmed the presence of 260 species of moth, including 
several rare ones. 

The upper part of the reserve is managed as a ‘rewilding’ project. We introduced a 
small herd of Belted Galloway cows in 2018, and Exmoor ponies in 2020. These are 
our conservation grazing teams, performing a vital role in spreading wild flower 
seed, trampling the ground and maintaining paths through the gorse.  

We planted 9,000 trees at Bank Woods in 2019, and have started the restoration of  
wildflower meadows, which are getting better every year. We have placed over 40 
bird boxes and regularly achieve more than 80% occupancy.  

Many of the thousands of trees we have planted at Bank Woods have been planted 
as part of our popular carbon offsetting schemes, described here. 

Our luxury eco-friendly self catering holiday cottage, Heather Lea, adjoins Bank 
Woods. We host a variety of wellbeing, educational and rural craft sessions, using 
our lovely off grid barn.  

        

https://www.makeitwild.co.uk/carbon-offsetting-for-individuals-with-make-it-wild
https://www.makeitwild.co.uk/heather-lea

